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Kibidula Agricultural Training Center (KAT) Update -by Jetro Dias
“True education means more
than the pursual of a certain
course of study. It means more
than a preparation for the life
that now is. It has to do with the whole being,
and with the whole period of existence possible
to man. It is the harmonious development of
the physical, the mental, and the spiritual
powers. It prepares the student for the joy of
service in this world and for the higher joy of
wider service in the world to come.” Ellen
White, “Education”, p. 13

into their curriculum? Can you imagine
how less troubled the youth would be, if
from toddler stage on they would grow up
living these principles?

nize and develop their God-given potential
and I keep my eyes fixed on Him. The
Lord is blessing the work! Several major
things have already been accomplished.

At our Kibidula Agricultural Training Center (KAT) sponsored by REACH Switzerland, we are trying to provide our students
with true education. These students come
from surrounding villages where life is not
easy and opportunities for schooling are
scarce. Thanks to our school, the students
have a chance to learn something useful.
We offer them training in agriculture and
general subjects and the students are will-

1. Since the start of the school, three
years ago we have a total of forty-five
students in three different levels. The
school buildings are being fully utilized
with all the classrooms equipped with new
desks.
2. Since the new cafeteria has been completed and we can eat our meals in a new
and spacious place, which can seat 70-100
people. It’s also a great place for meetings.
3. We have a full curriculum being taught
by our staff of 6 teachers with an array of
classes like English, Physics, Biology, Poultry, Soil Science, Anatomy , bee keeping
and many others.
4. Building has also started on the first of
three Agricultural Housing Units. In these
units, agriculture students will live and

We all think to know what education is.
We have all been through the educational
systems of our respective countries. But
do we know what true education is?
Have we ever experienced it? When I
look back on my 16 years spent in school
I realize that I never got any kind of educating that even remotely resembles the
one described in the above quote. I realize that my education is not yet even
finished and though I have a nice paper
saying that I’ve graduated from school I’m
still a student, and still in the process of
learning. Every day is a new opportunity
for growth, a new occasion to develop
my physical, mental and spiritual talents in
a more balanced way, making me grow and
Student Missionary, Merissa Lemerz, encourages
allowing me to be a blessing for others. It is
her students to participate in classes.
simple: If I increase my knowledge, my
ability to deal with new challenges will
ing to learn. More than anything, they deincrease. If I keep my body fit, I can do my
sire knowledge and a chance to rise above
work easier and better. If I keep my relathe problems of their environment. We
tionship with God active and growing, I will
offer training balanced between classroom
move closer to him and start reflecting His
theory and practical work in the fields. We
love and kindness more and more. Can you
also provide them with an environment for
imagine what a better world this would be
spiritual development to fulfill that equally
if all schools incorporated true education
important need. In short: The school is
The students feel free to ask questions on
preparing them for life. In close interaction
the subjects presented in class.
with the teachers they are learning about
values and the advantage of a
life guided by everlasting principles.
We encourage the students
to learn to think for themselves and to live by principles.
As teachers we realize the
importance of our task to be
a good example for our students and that we are in desperate need of Jesus' strength
and guidance. I pray a lot for
wisdom and patience to deal
with the students, to recog-

The students get a practical ‘hands-on’
training in the fields.
grow their own crops together with a
farmer’s family, a group leader and a Student Missionary.
5. At the end of this school year in June
2007 the third year students will finish
their course and will graduate from their
3-year training program.
Keep our students and teachers in your
prayers!

(for more pictures please turn to page 6)

Kibidula News
Swiss Volunteers at Kibidula

Above: Beat Odermatt fixed the tractor.
Below: Beat’s wife, Elisabeth, and their children
Samuel and Janina, working and playing
together.
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-by Irma Bauder
In 2005/2006 we enjoyed having
Friedrich Alt, a retired business man
from Switzerland, for 6 months here
at Kibidula. He is a real multi-talent
and he helped with wood work,
plumbing and different kinds of
maintenance. When he left in April
2006 we were all sad to see him leaving and we encouraged him to come
back soon. While at home, he felt
that there should be done more for
Kibidula and he initiated the idea, of
other Swiss people joining him for a
4-week mission trip in 2007. And the
Lord blessed his idea! By late 2006
there were 17 people (14 adults and 3
children) interested and ready to
launch into the adventure. They were
professionals from different areas
like: logger, farmer, electrician, carpenter, mechanics, etc.
On Kibidula's end there was quite
some logistics needed to host these
17 guests, provide the necessary
tools, and arrange vehicles for transportation needs. The group on its side
provided supplies and other items
that we had asked them to bring from
Switzerland.

Above: Daniel helps to prepare the area for
the spring catchment.

Finally the 1st of February 2007
came and the group arrived late in
the evening in Dar-es-Salaam. Two
of Kibidula's cars went to pick them
up. After what seemed to some of
them a very long drive (8 hours) they
safely arrived at Kibidula. The next
day being a Sabbath gave them the
necessary rest to recover from the
long journey.

During the next three weeks the face
of Kibidula changed dramatically:
Swiss German was spoken all over
the place, professionals were looking
into different matters, helping, repairing, maintaining. It was busy like in a
bee hive. Suggestions were made
how things could be improved on
campus, what infrastructure would be
more efficient, etc. One of the major
projects was the construction of a
spring catchment, which will supply
clean water to the Agricultural Farm
units. Construction for one of the
Farm units (formerly known as
"Dormitories for Agricultural Students") has been started; two more
will follow soon.
The Swiss group enjoyed their time
in Africa a lot, for some of them it
was the first time to leave Europe at
all. Special highlights were the Sabbath church services in small local
villages and the game drive in Mikumi National Park. Two of the
Swiss group share what they liked
about their time here: Read on!
Kibidula feels hugely blessed by the
impact that the decision of one person made, multiplying in so many
people coming to help. We ask God
to bless all those who spent their
time, money and muscle strength to
help Kibidula.
Thank you very much and Welcome
again!
ASANTE SANA na KARIBU TENA!

Left: The Swiss Group
Above: Kitchen Crew - Lidia & Dietmar.
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Beat’s Experience at Kibidula
At the beginning of my stay at Kibidula I was
asked to write a short report about my time
here. I agreed to do so without realizing how
many fascinating experiences I would have
after just four weeks that I could share with
you.
The experience that impacted me the most
during my time at Kibidula happened on the
second Sabbath in visiting a small Adventist
church in a village called Nyawenzi. Not only
was the church service fascinating, but also
the bicycle ride to that remote village was a
unique experience.

We started our trip on Sabbath morning.
Hanne Lise Vik, Ariane Riederer and Sedeck
Kapasi from Kibidula, as well as Mark Alt
and me (both from Switzerland) made up the
group. We passed the Kibidula church on
our bikes and than started using small trails
to a neighboring village. Up until this point
the journey had been slightly downhill, so
we sped along quite quickly. But now we
had to climb the first hillside. We passed a
few houses, with corn fields edging the trails
as we headed towards a mountain ridge; we
rode along this ridge then downhill again.
Soon afterwards we reached the little church
of Nyawenzi. The scenery was very divers,
and was absolutely gorgeous. Gazing out from
a rather flat area down into valleys and up
again to the mountains. What a splendid view!
We were really charmed!

The church in this little village has only a few
members. I dare say that there were more
children than adults present. First, we sang a
few songs, and then we went to the children’s
Sabbath school class. Seated open air on a
fallen tree trunk an interested and curious
group of children were listening to a story told
by Hanne Lise and translated by Sedeck. I
appreciated the bright and curious attitudes of
the children. I noticed one child’s finger nails
and toe nails looked eaten up. After the
church service I asked Hanne Lise about it
and she explained that flees had laid their eggs
under the nails of the child. This would normally not be a problem, if the parents were
removing the eggs. But in this boy’s case they
neglected to do so, the result is that the boy

has a lot of pain when walking on one foot.
Help had been offered to the parents, but they
did not seem interested and they have not
changed their care of the child. To hear this
has deeply hurt me…if only you had seen the
bright face of that boy as I did…

Just before the church service started, the
pastor asked Mark, whether he would be willing to preach. He agreed and changed the
children’s story (that he had prepared ahead of
time) into a sermon. During the sermon, he
transformed water into a sweet drink. He
invited a boy to come forward and taste the

During the last week of my stay at Kibidula I
had the chance to fly in their little airplane.
Ben Vinson, the pilot, followed the exact
same road and after a short flight he showed
me the roof of that little church. I am really
enthusiastic about their aviation project. It
would make it so much easier to reach these
remote villages. I had the opportunity to
gather new views about life from my stay at
Kibidula. I was very impressed by the country
of Tanzania and its people. Even with the
little that they have, they seem very contented
and happy.

Above: The church members of Nyawenzi.
transformed water. At first the boy was
hesitant, but than he tasted it and from
Above: Mark does his ‘magic trick’ during his sermon.
the speed with which he emptied the
glass we could see that he liked it! The
people were visibly surprised by the “miracle”
and the “magician” who was among them.
Hanne Lise had her reservations about the
trick and convinced Mark to explain the
“miracle” after the sermon. He did and explained to the church members that he had put
syrup into the black bottle first. Then later
when he added the water, it turned into a
purple drink. The children were excited about
the tasty drink and the adults were glad to
know it was not a magician who had preached
to them!

We then headed back to Kibidula. What had
been a speedy bike ride on the
way was now a pleasant hike
Above: Hands joined in prayer.
uphill. After a nice picnic in the
woods and some more hiking (due Below: Members of the Swiss Group had the opportunity to
enjoy airplane rides with Ben Vinson and Jason Fournier as
to a flat tire) we got back, a bit
pilots.
weary, but happy.

Bottom Left: Beat Gloor joined the children during
Sabbath School on a fallen tree trunk.
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Ramona’s Experience at Kibidula
I liked my stay at Kibidula very
much. I was never bored and I
did not even miss my books. I
specially liked the car ride to
come here. We saw a lot of animals (while driving through Mikumi National Park) like elephants, giraffes, etc. During
these 3 weeks of our stay I went
to school together with Ariane
Riederer; this type of school
(home schooling) was absolutely
different from what I am used
to.
Once in a while I went to help
the loggers in the woods or I

joined my father in the mechanical workshop. He repaired some
of the machines and generators,
which was sometimes a pain in
the neck to him.
My mother was working here as
a home economics teacher. She
was teaching at the Primary
school as well as at the Agricultural school. Outside of classes
she taught us other kids how to
sew curtains, pen cases, and
comforter cases. This was a lot
of fun.
Right: Esther,
Ramona’s
mother, taught
the female
agricultural
students to
sew a dress.
Below: Esther
Schlapbach.

Above: Ariane & Ramona.
Below: Ramona’s father, Hanspeter.

Right: Heinz fixing a
motorbike.

Left: Alois logging
huge Eucalyptus
trees.
Right: Woodworking together:
Robert &
Friedrich.

What has marked our Swiss
group was the fact that children
as well as Agricultural students
showed much more interest than
would children at home. This
made a big impression on me
and I was very glad about it.
Thanks, Kibidula, for these fantastic memories!
Ramona Schlapbach
(14 years old)
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current project needs
• Publishing of the Book „Education“: 15,000$
17 %

$12,500

Received

Still needed

• Lay-Missionaries: Goal for 2007
30 Missionaries / 60$ per month each
54 %
$9,880
Received

Still needed

The Kibidula Mission Statement

• 1000 Bibles in 2007 / $4.50 each

Kibidula is a supportive ministry of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Being a culturally and socially divers team,
it is our mission to be united and empowered
through Christ and to joyfully serve the
individual needs of every person we come in
contact with, through interdependent
cooperation with God and each other.

$4,500

17 %

Still needed
(Kibidula gave away 645 Bibles in 2006)

• Building churches in unentered areas
Goal: 10 churches / 1,500$ each
40 %
Received

$9,000
Still needed

• Kibidula Primary School annual costs: $4,000
17 %
$4,000

This we accomplish through:
•Education

Still needed

•Evangelism

• School of Evangelism Sponsorship

•Health- and Community Services.

Goal for 2007: 20 Students / $250 each
31 %
$3,440
Received

Still needed

(USA) P l e a s e S e n d D on a t i on s T o :
O u t p o s t C e n t e r s , I n t e r n a t i o n a l (OCI)
5340 L a y t o n L a n e
A p i s o n, T N 37302
U. S. A.

Please write your check to ‘OCI’ and specify ‘Kibidula’ and the Kibidula project you want to support. Thank you!!

(Europe) Please contact us, or visit our website (“How to Assist Kibidula”), for bank details in Switzerland.

Still Going Strong -by Hanne Lise Vik
The new year for the Primary School
started January 8. We have 11 students in grades 1-3. At the end of last
year we had to say Goodbye to one of
our teachers, Andrea Santos, as she was
going back home to America. We are
very thankful for the good work she did
while she was here. She is greatly
missed.
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crafts. There has been a group visiting
from Switzerland through all of February, and one of the ladies, Esther
Schlapbach is a home economics
teacher and very creative! We are very
happy that she wanted to help us and
inspire us on the creative part of
school. The children have really enjoyed the extra time with the creative

This year’s biggest challenge has been
to keep going with one less teacher,
and try to find someone to take her
place. We are not there yet, but God
has blessed our efforts to keep the
school going. We also know He will
provide with more teachers in his good
time. It is an encouragement and big
blessing that Ben and Pam Vinson,
Jetro Dias, and one of our student missionaries, Merissa Lemmerz, are helping out.

activities. Now they all have little blue
backpacks that they have made themselves, and either a little ball or purse
that they have crocheted. Thank you
very much Esther!
We would really appreciate your prayer
support during this time. It is clear in
many ways that our great enemy is not
happy with us, but it is also clear what
a blessing it can be when we stay faithful to Gods plan.

In February we have had extra focus on

Kibidula Agricultural Training Center (KAT) Update

(continued from page 1)

Above: New staff addition to KAT: Jetro Dias, from Belgium. He is committed to
instruct his students according to the principles of true education as described in
the above article.
Below: Students at KAT receive individual attention to ensure proper
understanding.

Top : Important moment : Jean-Luc observing the first filling
of water into the basin of the spring catchment.
Above: Gottfried working together with agriculture
students to complete the lid of the catchment.

